










Jack Frenkel 
New Mexico, USA 
Appropriate food for sma 
dendrobatids, such as recently 
metamorphosed D. reticulatus is 
difficult to obtain. Richard Loomi 
and I have bred springtails, Sinella 
curviseta (Collembola) for several 
years as food for nymphal and adult 
chiggers, and f found that th n 



















gs. Th he containers 
consisted of € ) plastic jars, lined 
p pla ster of ripe contai r al 














iar r coated on the 





f Paris should be 


m of tap water 
1 by draining and 


1ents, etc. should b 
95111 Tel: (408) 363-0 


whicl per us 
| EE to cover 


















Apply the lid and 
ight to check for the 
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condensation on the lid. If present., 
u can add the collembola. If the lid is 
water to the plastic. Our 
ollembola fed on dry yeast, with 
occasional a enn flakes (dried 
fish food). At weekly or more frequent 
intervals, unconsumed food, often 
dy, is removed, and replaced 
with fresh food. Every 4 months a 
fresh culture should be started; often 
the old one can 1 be reu sed after inui 
the plaster in ` bout a week 
One can find 




















CULTURING Collembola 
(SPRINGTAILS)! 
1Reprinted with permission from the 
British Dendrobatid Group, 
Newsletter No. 8 (October, 
1991) 
Malcolm Peaker 
Ary, Scotland | 
Springtail cultures were on sale 
at the Dutch Frog Day in May and I 
bought one. It was set up in a square 
plastic box (approximately 10x10 cm) 
containing thin, damp plates of tree- 
fern fibre. I was told to feed the 
culture sparingly with ground-up 
infusoria tablets. Bering unable to get 
these I used Liquifry for live-bearers, 
just adding a few drops to the medium 
every few days. Since the culture 
thrived I subcultured, using a similar 
set up but since my tree-fern contained 
a lot more loose material than that in 
the original culture, I washed it for 
several days in tap water. I treated this 


culture in the same way and it too has. 


produced great numbers of springtails. 
I then realized this was probably 
not the way entomologists culture 
springtails and my first stop was my 
1957 edition of Immes, A General 
Textbook of  Entomology, which, 
coming from a school of zoology was 


New Food Source 














regards everything below a fish as a 
plant, has bot been opened in anger 
since 1965. I then searched the 
literature and found the best culture 
method. Basically it is very simple but 
the source of the activated charcoal is 
important because too low or too high 
a pH and the culture dies off. 

Springtails are cultured on a 
substrate of plaster-of-Paris and 
activated charcoal. I made up a mix as 
follows: 9 parts by weight of plaster-of- 
Paris plus 1 part of activated charcoal 
(DARCO G60, BDH) were mixed with 
water to make a smooth paste. This 
was added to a margarine tub to a 
depth of 2 cm. The springtails were 
introduced and dried, granulated yeast 
added as food every few days. Dried 
grass is also added and removed when 
soiled. Instead of yeast a vitamin- 
mineral mix (SA 37) is sometimes 
supplied especially before using the 
springtails to feed young frogs. The 
margarine tub has no ventilation 
holes and condensation is always 
present on the lid. A little water is 
added to one corner of the substrate 
occasionally. 


ARBICO (P.O. Box 4247 CRB, Tucson, AZ 85738-1247 Tel.: 1-800-827-2847) offers a 
variety of captive breed insects to use as food. Write or call for information and 


prices on their "Delectables" catalog. 


Want Adds: For Sale or Trade | 
Dendrobates truncatus $50 ea 
D. azureiventris $50 ea 


. Terry Chatterton 
8007 Ridge Road 
Arvada, CO 80002 
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Dendrobates auratus 'Costa Rica' Ed Oshaben 
4154 Lincoln Ave.. 
Willoughby, Ohio 44094 


Dendrobates tinctorius ‘Yellow Back’ Charles Powell 
(1, year old frog) $100 2932 Sunburst Dr. 
San Jose, CA 95111 
(408) 363 0926 
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